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RoboHelp Recovery Scripts

Thank you for purchasing the RoboHelp Recovery Scripts pack. With this collection of
scripts you can reverse engineer a RoboHelp project from almost every output.

If you encounter any problems using the scripts, don't hesitate to contact us.

Supported RoboHelp versions

RoboHelp 8 or later is required to use the scripts.

The scripts only support reverse engineering from an output that was created with the
same or an earlier RoboHelp version than the version you are using. Meaning that to
recover an output created with RoboHelp 11, make sure to use RoboHelp 11 or later to run
the script. Trying to restore an output from a later RoboHelp version to an earlier version is

not supported.

Supported Outputs for Recovery

The Recovery Scripts are specialised for specific outputs. Use the table below to determine

the script to use:

Script file Supported output

BB_AIR_RH10_Recovery.jsx Browser Based AIR Help created by RoboHelp 10+
BB_AIR_RH_8_9_Recovery.jsx Browser Based AIR Help created by RoboHelp 8/9
CHM_Recovery.jsx CHM created by any application.
CHM_Recovery_stanalone.jsx

FlashHelp_Recovery FlashHelp created by any RoboHelp version.
WebHelp_Recovery_RH10.jsx WebHelp created by RoboHelp 10+
WebHelp_Recovery_RH8_9.jsx WebHelp created by RoboHelp 8/9
WebHelp_Recovery_RH7.jsx WebHelp created by RoboHelp 7 or earlier
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CHM Recovery options

HEL

When recovering a project from a CHM file, there are 2 options:

e CHM_Recovery.jsx: The default script. This script requires decompressing the
CHM using the free KeyTools CHM Decompiler. This script will recover context
sensitivity.

Download KeyTools CHM Decompiler from:
http://our.componentone.com/2012/05/01/keytools-chm-decompiler/
e CHM_Recovery_standalone.jsx: An alternative script. This script decompiles

CHM's itself so there is no need for third party tools.

This script cannot recover context sensitivity.

Recovered Information

The scripts will recover the following information from your output:

e All topics, images, scripts, baggage files and style sheets.

e Browse sequences.

¢ Context sensitivity mapping.

e Topic TOC placeholder. (WebHelp recovered from RoboHelp 10 or later only.)
e Modifications to your language file.

e The glossary.

e Theindex.

e The TOC, including placeholder for merged projects.

e See Also keywords.

e Search Synonyms.

The script will clean all your topics of any garbage that is added on generation. Note that
some information, such as snippets, cannot be recovered. This information is lost on
generation.

Note: The scripts can only recover information that is available in your output. If your

output doesn't contain some information, for example an index, the script will not be able
to recover it.
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Using the Scripts

Follow the steps in this chapter to recover your output.

Create a backup! The scripts will not make any changes to the output. The scripts will
create temporary files in the output folder to help with the recovery process. Nonetheless,
make sure to create a backup of your output files before running the scriptin case
something unexpected happens.

Import the Recovery Scripts

In order to use the scripts, you have to import them into RoboHelp first.

1. Determine the script you need. (See Supported Outputs for Recovery on page 3.)
2. Open any RoboHelp project.
3. Open the Script Explorer pod.

For RoboHelp 11 and earlier: View > Pods > Script Explorer.

For RoboHelp 2015+: Project > Pods > Script Explorer.

Script Explorer -~ 1 x
By 2 e Em
> b

4. Click Import Script files @
5. Browse to the script you need, select it and click Open.

Script Explorer > & X
B ) We RO
BT Tsorie s

m WebHelp_Recovery_ RH10 jsx
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Run the Recovery Scripts

Once imported, you can use the scripts to recover a project from an output.

1. Open any RoboHelp project.

2. Open the Script Explorer pod.
For RoboHelp 11 and earlier: View > Pods > Script Explorer.
For RoboHelp 2015+: Project > Pods > Script Explorer.

Script Explorer -~ 1 x
REERPa  RofEgn
-

- [3] WebHelp_Recovery_RH10jsx

3. Select the script to run and click Run Selected Script File -B
4. Choose Yes in the popup.

The project is closed and the Recovery settings dialog is opened.

The output to recover the project from:
The location to recover the output to:

The location to save the log file:

Version 23-07-2014 - Copyright by WvanWeelden Consuttancy, all rights reserved

Recover project Cancel

5. Use the browse buttons to select the folders and files required.
6. Click Recover project.
7. Click OK in the dialog.

Note: Recovering a project can take several minutes. Do not close RoboHelp even if
RoboHelp seems to be frozen. This is normal behavior.

8. Once the project is recovered, click OK in the dialog.

The log file is opened.
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9. Check the log file for any errors. Contact us if any error is listed.

10.  Update DHTML effects.
For RoboHelp 11 and earlier: Tools > Update DHTML effects in topics.
For RoboHelp 2015+: Tools > Update DHTML.

11.  Save the project.

The project was recovered. If you used a Topic TOC (also known as Mini TOC), a snippet is

added to the project with the Mini TOC. Change the snippet to update the appearance of
the Mini TOC.

Decompiling a CHM with Keytools

For recovering a project from a CHM where you want to recover context sensitivity, the
CHM must be compressed before running the recovery script.

1. Download and start KeyTools.

- o] x|

File Tools Help

fa &

Home Print

The KeyTools Utilities

F™ To start up a KeyTools utility, click its name in the Utility column.

Utility Description

Extracts the source files from a compiled HTML Help
Decompile {.chm) or compiled Internet Explorer (.its) file. Also
recreates the project file (.hhp file).

Recompiles one or more .chm or .its files to further

R il
EEL T E - e,
Lists all .chm files that have been registered on your
HTML Help Resgistry computer system. You can add to or remove from the
list, or modify the name or location of an entry.
Lists all .hlp, .cnt, and other WinHelp files that have
WinHelp Resistry been registered on your computer system, with toals for

adding, removing, or modifying entries in the list.

Locates all HTML Help development files on your

Find HTML Hel, h .
= = computer system so that you can check versions and, if

G ts
Sty necessary, remove duplicates.
Find WinHelp Locates all WinHelp development files on your computer
Components 5o that you can manage duplicates and resolve conflicts.
Locates all HTML Help files {.chm, .chi, .chw, .chq, and
Find HTML Help Files so farth) on your computsr system, so that you can
review or delete them.
Locates all WinHelp files (.hlp, .cnt, .gid, .fts, .ftg) on
Find WinHelp Files your computer system, so that you can review or delete

them.

Opens a special viewer, from which you can examine the
Examine CHM File contents of a .chm file. You can also start this tool by
right-clicking a .chm file and choosing Examine.

Select a tool from the Tools menu NUt

2. Select Decompile.
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Decompile a CHM or ITS File B

Source file;

HEL

|I::"~F'r|:ugram Files [#261%Common Files"'.Mi-:rnj Browse...

Deztination folder:
|I::'x|.| serswawesident\DeskiopiUitpak

Browse...

I Create a project file [if there isn't one in the CHMATS file)

ak o Cancel o Tip... |
3. In the field Source file, select the CHM you want to decompile.
4. In the field Destination folder, select the folder where you want to store the files
from the CHM.
5. Make sure you check the file Create a project file.
6. Click OK.

KeyTools decompiles the CHM. Once the CHM is decompiled, run the recovery script to
create a RoboHelp project.
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